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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please replace pending claims 1-26 with new replacement claims 1-26. 



A recombinant nucleic acid encoding an Apop3 protein that comprises an 
amifto acid sequence at least 85% identical to the amino acid sequence depicted 
in Figufce 6. 

2. A recombinant nucleic acid according tojclajml comprising the nucleotide 
sequence depicted in Figure 5 or its complement. 

3. A recombinant nucleic acid according to claim 1 wherein said nucleic acid 
hybridizes under higrk stringency conditions to the nucleotide sequence 
depicted in Figure 5 or its complement. 



4. A recombinant nucleic a^id accordingjo^claim 1 wherein said nucleic acid 
comprises a nucleotide sequence at least 85% identical to the nucleotide 
sequence depicted in Figure 5 oXits complement. 

5. A recombinant nucleic acid according to claim 1 wherein said Apop3 
protein comprises the amino acid sequence depicted in Figure 6. 

6. A recombinant nucleic acid according tcr^laim 1 wherein said Apop3 
protein is a human Apop3 protein. 



7. A recombinant nucleic acid comprising nucleotides 1-822 depicted in 
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Figure 5, or its complement. 

8. A recombinant nucleic acid according to cla im 1 operably linked to control 
sequences recognized by a host cell transformed with the nucleic acid. 

9. An expression vector comprising the nucleic acid of claim 1. 



10. A host cell comprising the nucleic acid ofclaim^l . 

1 1 . A host cell comprising the expression vector„oXclmm^9. 

12. A recombinant Apop3 protein comprising an amino acid sequence at least 
85% identical to the aminb acid sequence depicted in Figure 6. 

13. An Apop3 protein according_to_claim 12 comprising the amino acid 
sequence depicted in Figure 

14. An Apop3 protein according to^elaiQi^l2 wherein said Apop3 protein is 
encoded by a nucleic acid comprising the nucleotide sequence depicted in 
Figure 5 or its complement. 

15. An Apop3 protein according taclairtr-12 wherein said Apop3 protein is 
encoded by a nucleic acid which nucleic acid comprises a nucleotide sequence 
at least 85% identical to the nucleotid^ sequence depicted in Figure 5 or its 
complement. 



16. An Apop3 protein according to clamrt2^herein said Apop3 protein is 
encoded by a nucleic acid which nucleic acickwill hybridize under high 
stringency conditions to the nucleotide sequence depicted in Figure 5 or its 
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comolement. 

17. AnWpop3 protein according to claim 12 wherein said Apop3 protein is a 
human ^50p3 protein. """"" 

18. A recombinant Apop3 protein comprising the amino acid sequence 1-274 
depicted in Figure 6. 

19. A process Vbr producing an Apop3 protein according to^laim^l 2 
comprising culraring the host cell of claim 10 under conditions suitable for 
expression of sain Apop3 protein. 

20. A process according to claim 19, further comprising recovering said 
Apop3 protein. \ 

21. A monoclonal antibody which specifically binds to an Apop3 protein 
according to claim 12.1 



22. A monoclonal antifoody according to^cteioi2Pthat reduces or eliminates 
the biological function of said Apop3 protein. 

23. A method for screening for a bioactive agent capable of binding to an 
Apop3 protein according-tb^^aim 12, said method comprising: 

a) combining said Apop3 protein and a candidate bioactive agent; and 

b) determining the binding of said candidate bioactive agent to said 
Apop3 protein. \ 

24. A method for screening for asbioactive agent capable of interfering with 
the binding of an Apop3 protein according to claim 12 and RIP, said method 
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comprising: 

aJNcombining said Apop3 protein, a candidate bioactive agent and a RIP 
protVin; and 

b) determining the binding of said Apop3 protein and said RIP protein. 

25. A method for screening for a bioactive agent capable of modulating the 
activity of an A^op3 protein according to claim 12, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

a) adding k candidate bioactive agent to a cell comprising a 
recombinant nucleic acid encoding said Apop3 protein; and 

b) determining the effect of the candidate bioactive agent on apoptosis. 



26. A method according to^claim 25 wherein a library of candidate bioactive 
agents is added to a plurality of cells comprising a recombinant nucleic acid 
encoding said Apop3 protein.— 
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